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Mayoral Candidate Karen Bass Demonstrates a Lack of Vision in Her “Strategy for Public Safety”

LOS ANGELES, CA, February 9, 2022 – Yesterday, Mayoral Candidate Karen Bass released her ‘Strategy for
Public Safety’ with an open letter stating: “Public safety means different things to different neighborhoods: some
communities need increased visibility from police patrols, while other neighborhoods need proven model programs
that build trust and cooperation between community members and law enforcement.”

Bass’s strategy doubles-down on the hysteria of a series of false narratives about crime in Los Angeles. The plan calls
for an increase in both funding and personnel for the LAPD, whose current operating annual budget is $1.8B –
representing 15% of the city’s total budget. LAPD has more money than ever before, spending $8M every day.

Bass, who is currently representing District 47 in the U.S. Congress, is proposing reforms that will support Newsom’s
new “Smash and Grab” Unit, which will replicate racist Stop and Frisk policies. These ideas serve as grim reminders
of the “tough-on-crime” era of public policies that devastated families across the nation while failing to solve any of
the problems it purported to address.

“Designing something so important as a public safety platform based on the whims of the media is a dangerous
strategy and one beneath a seasoned politician who has built her career off of the communities her policies will most
harm,” said Ambrose Brooks S., JusticeLA Coalition Coordinator.

We question a mayoral candidate whose top-line public safety strategy completely bypasses community investment
and prioritizes increased policing. This is not entirely surprising considering how notoriously corrupt Sheriff
Villanueva has publicly endorsed Bass’s candidacy.

“It’s bizarre to see someone like Karen Bass, with her deep roots in Los Angeles, a city that has long been the staging
ground for failed policies rooted in police power and militarization, decide to lean back towards the policies that she
knows are responsible for the harmful conditions LA residents have worked so hard to improve. This feels like nothing
more than a shallow and misguided political calculation,” said Lex Steppling, National Director of Campaigns and
Organizing at Dignity & Power NOW.

Undoubtedly, Bass’s allegiance to this false pretense of the rise in crime narrative will give way to punitive policies
that perpetuate the criminalization and destruction of underserved, Black, brown, Indigenous and other families of
color. Bass speaks a lot about community policing and trust, yet, her strategy champions Community Safety
Partnerships (CSP), which would expand LAPD surveillance in communities of color.

“Karen Bass is well aware of how policing and incarceration have failed us on every front. She knows what works and
what doesn't, so to see her push for what doesn't work is a slap in the face to our community. CSP has a track record of
failure, while non law enforcement alternatives have a track record of success.” said Michael Saavedra, Community
Organizer and Legal Support with Dignity & Power NOW

The public safety strategy makes no mention of LAPD officer misconduct and killings. In 2021, LAPD killings went
up by 157%. Over the past five years, taxpayer dollars have gone to $245M in payouts and settlements for LAPD
officer wrongdoing. We need a mayor who will directly address murderous policing rather than promising to “reform”
an irredemable department.

We call on Karen Bass to correct this course and follow the community-created roadmaps which call for direct
investment in affordable housing, mental-health services, and community-based public infrastructure. Ill-conceived
promises of LAPD reform or community partnerships lack moral imagination, political bravery, and accountability.
The track record for public safety plans defined in the narrow terms of law enforcement is nothing short of disastrous.
Los Angeles deserves better.
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